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   he June Lake Loop is a 15 mile 
road that loops around 4 lakes and a 
ski area, June Mountain. It begins and 
ends on US highway 395. The south-
ern junction has a gas station and a 
gift shop.  One mile west  is another 
junction with a road to the ski area 
that bypasses the actual town of June 
Lake.   
  
This spot is called the Oh! Ridge for 
obvious reasons. There is a small park-
ing lot with a vista tower and most 
visitors will have their first ever view 
of the lake June Lake  from this loca-
tion. The view itself is dominated by 
Carson Peak. 

After about another mile, as you pass 
a huge boulder  (705 tons) you enter 
the town of June Lake. Notice the 
sign: Pop. 613, elevation 7600 ft. The 
road then curves around Gull Lake, 
goes by the ski area and next through 
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                           JUNE LAKE

last time I was there on Opening Day 
the lake (June) was still frozen for the 
most part, but it did not stop the  fish-
ing contest from taking place. 

From July to September of course it is 
summer in the Sierra. The snow has 
started to melt, the temperatures are 
very nice, the hiking trails are open 
and, more importantly, so are all the 
passes across the Sierra Nevada. 

History 

Rumor has it that the town of June 
Lake has its name because you had to 
wait until  June before it can actually 
be reached. As is the case with the 
entire region of the Eastern Sierra the 
inhabitants were Paiute Indians. The 
first white men probably laid eyes on 
what is now June Lake around 1870. 
Even these first visitors  probably came 
there for one reason: to fish! 

the other half of town.  After a sharp S 
curve in the road by the power plant 
you will drive alongside Silver Lake.
   
Here begins the northern half of the 
loop, which is closed in the winter 
time. It is very spectacular in the fall 
when the leaves of all the aspen trees 
turn yellow and gold. 
  
On the other side of the lake you  pass 
the Silver Lake Resort  and the pack 
station. The loop continues along Rush 
Creek, goes slightly uphill by Grant 
Lake, a reservoir, and then follows a 
straight line back down to US 395.

When to go ?

Although the town of June Lake is 
accessible  all year long I recommend 
going between the end of May and the 
middle of October. The fishing season 
usually starts on the first of May. The 

T

Opposite : June Lake in the fall
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Very early on the region was known 
for its good fishing. It took a while to 
get there, as there were no roads. US 
395 did not exist yet, nor did the June 
Lake Loop. The canyon was known as 
Horseshoe Canyon. If you follow the 
loop, you can tell why, as the canyon 
is shaped like a horseshoe. 

In the early days the lakes had differ-
ent names. What is now June Lake was 
called Summit, Gull Lake was Granite 
Lake, Silver Lake was Goose Lake, 
and of course Grant Lake did not exist 
yet.  One  reference I could find of the 
current names of the lakes dates back 
to 1929, but others suggest the current 
names were established earlier.

One of those fishermen who came to 
June Lake and never went back was 
Roy Carson from Pasadena. He made 
the trip in 1916 and found a job at the 
then recently constructed Power Plant 
by Rush Creek. This facility secured 
electricity for the greater part of South-
ern California and parts of Nevada for 
a long time. He started building cabins 
by Silver Lake and this is what became 
Carson Camp, now known as the 
Silver Lake Resort. The present main 
building,  a great place for breakfast, 

Carson Peak reflecting in Silver Lake
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was established in 1921. Carson Peak, 
10,909 ft., is also named after him and 
his wife Nancy. 

In 1924 the U.S. .Forest Service built 
a dirt road  to what is now the town of 
June Lake and the development  of the 
town began. June Lake became known 
as the Lake of Big Fish
  
On May 1, 1928, the June Lodge, the 
Heidelberg Inn today,  was officially 
opened. Many movie stars would 
end up visiting this place. In the 
meantime, Los Angeles had already 
built an aqueduct to use the water of 
the Owens river as the main water 
supply for that city. 

As L. A. had grown from a 200,000 
people city to one of millions the 
existing water supply was no longer 
going to be sufficient. L. A. decided to 
expand the aqueduct and purchased 
water rights in the Mono Basin. That 
caused June Lake to boom as workers 
needed a place to stay, eat and have 
some entertainment while they were 
working on the expansion of the 
aqueduct. 

As early as 1932, the Tiger Bar was 
opened by Glen Colton. Supposedly 
the name came later. I was always 
told that at some point it was named 

Tiger Bar because the nickname of the 
owner’s son was Tiger. 

Sometime in 1940 a Mr. Bud Kline 
put up  a long bar with a dance floor 
and years later the bar and cafe build-
ings were moved down the canyon 
and became the Carson Peak Inn. If 
you look closely at one of the signs at 
that restaurant, you will notice it was 
painted over a sign that says: “Bud’s 
bar”.

In the same year the Grant Lake dam 
was completed and filled by the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and 

Power (LADWP). Also in that year 
the June Lake Winter Sports Associa-
tion was founded and the first ski lift 
opened on June Mountain. A day pass 
was $1.  

In 1941 the LADWP started diver-
sions from Rush Creek and Lee Vining 
Creek into the new section of the L. A. 
aqueduct, resulting in the end of that 
project. As a result,  June Lake turned 
into a small town again and, in a way,
it still is. 

 The town of June Lake, Gull Lake on the left,  June Lake on the right.
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Visiting  June Lake

The obvious places to visit in June 
Lake  are where you already are: the 
town, the lakes and the loop. If you 
are staying in town you can stroll 

down the streets and walk to the June 
Lake and Gull Lake marinas and rent 
a boat there. And of course, if you are 
into fishing, you probably do not want 
to go anywhere else for a while.

If you forgot your fishing gear, you 
can find what you need at Ernie’s fish 
and tackle shop - tell John or Jeremy I 
said Hi!. In the winter, the tackle shop 
transforms into a ski shop.
                    

   Gull Lake always has aspens glowing in the fall
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The east side of June Lake, which has 
a beach, is a great place to relax in 
the summertime. The shallow water 
is warm enough to make your feet 
wet  or even swim. Or you can just lie 
down, breath the clean mountain air 
and get a sun tan at 7,600 ft.

There are several nice and easy walks 
in June lake. You can walk around 
Gull Lake, starting at the playground 
near the Marina. To complete your 
easy stroll, you will have to walk on 
the main road for a stretch. 

The other easy walk, especially enjoy-
able in the fall, is on the other side 
of the loop. Between Silver Lake and 
Grant Lake there is a parking lot with 
rest rooms on the south side of the 
road. From there you can walk down 
to Rush Creek, where you will find 
a trail that takes you almost back to 
Silver. It has a few nice benches to 
picnic; you will run into fishermen 
and, occasionally,  a deer!

Because of the shape of the canyon 
every hiking trail will immediately 
start with a steep incline. However, 
if you are in great shape and into 
hiking, you can get to formidable 
places in just a few hours, such as 
Fern Lake, Gem Lake, Agnew Lake 
and even Thousand Island Lake.                 

There is one moderate hike in June 
Lake. The trail head is across the street 
from the Fire Station next to the big 
705 ton boulder, in the beginning 
of town. Its gradual ascent opens up 
views of the town itself first, with June 
and Gull. After a few switchbacks you 
can see Mono Lake and beyond. Hike 
as far as you want. The trail passes the 
ski area and goes to Yost Lake. That is 
a 4.5 mile trip one-way.

Food and Lodging               

One of the nice things about June Lake 
is that it is not only a  beautiful place 
and a small town, it also has a lot to 

offer where it comes to lodging and 
dining, even if dining means breakfast.

The section of town between June 
Lake and Gull Lake is where most of 
the businesses are located. I always 
stay in the June Lake Motel. I am that 
kind of person. Once I find a place I 
like, I go back there, and do not look 
for anything else. 
      
If you stay at the June Lake Motel, 
please give my regards to Cherie and 
Dale. The place has nice rooms with a 
kitchen for around $100 a night. Next 
door is the June Lake General Store 
where you can buy all the necessary 

June Lake on April 30th 2005, a day before the fishing season started.
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things you may have forgotten to take 
along on your trip. There are many 
other places to stay in this part of 
town and further along the loop. 
  
A very unique place, even if it is just to 
visit for a few moments, is the Heidel-
berg Inn. This motel had the largest 
fireplace in the country in the middle 
of its lobby - the record was lost, the 
fireplace is still there - and was fre-
quented by movie stars in the 1930’s. 

Check out the lobby and its photo-
graphs of Bing Crosby, Charlie Chap-
lin, Bustor Keaton, Bob Hope, Doro-

thy Lamour etc. Frank Capra, movie 
director of many  movies such as  “It’s 
a wonderful life” actually had a cabin 
near Silver Lake. A few years ago, I 
met the Capras (Jr.)  at the Sierra Inn 
and saw Frank Capra the IIIrd at the 
Carson Peak Inn.  It is a small world, 
and a wonderful life indeed.

Not only did movie stars vacation 
here, some movies were actually 
filmed in June Lake or/and at the 
Heidelberg, such as “Road to Utopia” 
with Bob Hope and Bing Crosby. In 
the movie they want  you to believe it 
is set in Alaska.

So where to go for dinner or have a 
beer before going to bed?  My favorite 
place for dinner is the Carson Peak 
Inn, which is a 1.9 mile drive from the 
center of town. It is open  year round 
from 5 p.m. until closing.  Closing 
time for a kitchen in the Eastern Sierra 
could mean as early as 9 p.m. 

The Carson Peak Inn offers great food 
at great value! All dinners include 
soup, salad, baked potato and what-
ever entree you ordered for around 

   Beautiful fall colors along the loop between Silver and Grant lakes 

Signs in front of the Carson Peak Inn



                                   E  C  V

                                                                       E Clampus Vitus

There are many places in the Eastern Sierra, inside restaurants or at historic sites, where you  can find  
the signs ECV or E Clampus Vitus. It is the name of an organization  that I mention from time to time 
in this book. Members call themselves Clampers and their meeting places, usually local saloons, are 
referred to as Official Watering Holes. The name ECV is in Dog Latin, it reads and sounds like Latin 
but really has no meaning.

It is said that the organization was created in 1845 in Lewisport, Virginia. Soon there were Chapters 
in California, in particular in the Mother Lode due to the Gold Rush. During that time there were sev-
eral organizations, new and existing, such as the Masons and the Independent Order of Odd  Fellows. 
The name of the latter (I.O.O.F.) marks many a building in the Gold Country. Many miners were very 
far from home and could use an organization to hang on to and know of a place where members would 
help each other.

The ECV members at that time felt a less exclusive organization was needed and opened membership 
to most any man who had come of age. In reaction to the upscale fraternities, Clampers began dress-
ing in red long johns and pinning on badges made of cut-out tin lids. This practice, “wearing your 
tin” continues to this day, with real badges, a red miner’s shirt, black hat and Levi’s jeans. At least 
once a year every Chapter holds an ECV meeting. On that day or weekend you will notice many men 
in red shirts in the immediate vicinity of  (or inside)  an Official Watering Hole. In June Lake, where 
all Clampers are part of Bodie Chapter 64, that would be the second weekend of September. Mark 
Twain was a Clamper, and it was at an ECV meeting that he heard the story which he wrote as “The 
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”.

Today, the ECV organization remains dedicated to the preservation of the history of California. This 
endeavor may take the form of written works, construction and dedications of monuments, ceremo-
nies and other special events. As recent as  September 8, 2007,  a monument was dedicated in June 
Lake, at an old mining site.
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$20. On  busy weekends they serve 
Prime Rib: to die for ! Say hi to Rick 
for me. If you happen to sit at table 
one, look at my Carson Peak picture 
on display.

Closer to downtown June Lake is the 
Sierra Inn. On Saturdays they have a 
buffet - a great bargain!. The place is 
very popular for take out pizza. Folks 
that stay in campgrounds or nearby 
motels prefer this over having dinner 
inside a restaurant.                               

A very popular place is the Tiger Bar. 
Supposedly it is the third bar in the 
state of California to have obtained a 

many places in California, or Belgium 
even, people recognized the logo and 
reacted: “The Tiger Bar! I have been 
there”. So pay the Tiger Bar a visit and 
tell Jake, Terry or Shannon I said hi.

Enjoy your stay in June Lake. In the 
following chapters I will take you to 
more wonderful places to drive to, 
or hike to. They are all  close to June 
Lake and the perfect ingredients for a 
great day trip.

liquor license after Prohibition (est. 
1932) There you can go for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner or just have a couple 
of beers and hang out with the locals, 
play some pool and put some songs on 
the jukebox. It is my favorite place for 
breakfast. I have many of their T-shirts 
and hats and it’s amazing in how 

  June Lake from the ridge showing Mono Lake in the background.

Carson Peak  sign, tilted. Notice BUD’S.  
Opposite: Silver Lake with boats  




